Borough of New Stanton Council meeting

December 1, 2011


Council President Scott C. Sistek called the December 1, 2011 Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held at the Municipal Building, 451 North Center Avenue, New Stanton, Pennsylvania.  A Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance were recited.

Council members present were Scott C. Sistek, Wilbur Bussard, Brandon Clawson, and Linda Echard.  Also Borough Solicitor John Campfield, Borough Engineer Emil Bove of Bove Engineering, and Code Enforcement Officer Melvin F. Steele. Mayor Denise Smyda, Todd Bartlow, Thomas Smith and Sue Hood were absent.

Appointment of Junior Councilman
Wilbur Bussard made a motion second by Linda Echard to appoint Jared Quinn as Junior Councilman.  Motion carried.


Jared Quinn was administered the Oath of Office.
Approval of bills
Wilbur Bussard made a motion second by Brandon Clawson to approve paying bills in the amount of $12,061.95.  Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes
Brandon Clawson made a motion second by Linda Echard to approve the minutes from the November 3, 2011 Council meeting.  Motion carried.
Linda Echard made a motion second by Brandon Clawson to approve the minutes from the November 17 2011 Agenda meeting.  Motion carried.

Council additions to the Agenda


Council President added Litigation, Bair Boulevard to the Executive Session.
Reports

Administrative

Code Enforcement





Melvin F. Steele, Jr.

Mr. Steele stated I have nothing to report as far as permits completed last month.

Solicitor






John Campfield


Mr. Campfield stated that he had nothing to report at this time.
Engineer






Bove Engineering










Emil Bove


Mr. Bove stated that we need a motion and vote to approve the final payment for the School Street project.  Council President stated that it is on the agenda under new business.

Mr. Bove stated that I just received this letter today from Hempfield Township Municipal Authority about the sewer project on Broadview Road.  The letter basically states that they do not have the equipment to collect the data and they are not purchasing it because it is very expensive.  After some discussion Mr. Bove stated that he will get a quote from a company in the area that has the equipment and does that type of work. 

Mr. Bove stated that the street improvements are done and there was some discussion about the improvements.


Mr. Bove stated that he did a survey of Paintersville Road.  The next step is that I need to get in contact with Penn Dot.  There was some discussion about that intersection.
Reports

Council Committee
Finance






Scott C. Sistek


Council President read the following financial report for the month of November 2011.



Checkbook
$269,343.16



Savings 
$292,348.40



Taxes

$  35,710.33

Public Works






Wilbur Bussard

Councilman Bussard stated that we had our Christmas Banners put up and some decorations around the office.  The tree for out front is ordered.  


Councilman Bussard stated that we had to do some work on the ditch on Marginal Road; and we had to paint the speed bump over again.


Councilman Bussard stated the bad news is our truck that we have needs new tires, and for four (4) new tires from Denny’s Tire will cost $720.00.

Wilbur Bussard made motion second by Brandon Clawson to purchase four (4) new tires for the 2004 Ford.  Motion carried.
Councilman Bussard asked what was going on with the truck that is in the garage.  There was some discussion about the truck, plow and spreader.

Wilbur Bussard made a motion second by Brandon Clawson to get the truck repaired for $1,925.74 plus plow and spreader at Costar pricing.  Motion carried.

Councilman Bussard asked if all the complaints have been taken care of.  Mr. Steele said yes.

Workplace Safety





Linda Echard


Councilwoman Linda Echard stated that we had our most recent meeting right before this meeting and we elaborated on our three goals for the year which have to do with promoting wellness, learning from our near safety misses and to enlarge our safety handbook.  Tonight we talked about indicators that would tell us that we have accomplished those goals.  Now that we are getting near the end of our first full year of being certified and moving into our second year we are very happy to report a savings of $1,210.30 since we have had this committee up and running.  I would like to thank the committee for meeting faithfully every month and everyone doing their part.
Old Business


Council President asked if there were any applications for Alternate Delegate for the Tax Collector Committee or the two Recreation Board positions that are still empty.  The Borough Secretary stated that there were no applications.

New Business

Brandon Clawson made a motion second by Wilbur Bussard to pay the balance of the School Street project to A. Folino Construction in the amount of $4,837.00.  Motion carried.

Wilbur Bussard made a motion second by Brandon Clawson to appoint Mary Ann Roll as the authorized representative to make requests and receive information from Berkheimer and to approve Resolution 2011-725.  Motion carried.

Council President stated that he requested that some changes be made to the meeting schedule for 2012.
Linda Echard made a motion second by Wilbur Bussard to adopt and advertise this calendar with the changes as discussed.  Motion carried.
Announcements

Children’s Christmas Party – NS VFD – December 4, 2011 – 2 – 4 PM.

Biennial Reorganization meeting of Council will be January 3, 2012 – 7 PM

Public Comment


Mrs. Morgan addressed Council about why they waited until December to get the truck ready for winter.  

Councilman Bussard stated that it amazes me also.  At the last meeting there was a lot of talk about it but nothing was done.  There was some discussion about why Council waited so long to get the truck fixed.


Mrs. Fox stated that there is raw sewage running on people’s property.  There is raw sewage running in our fields and the neighbors and into the creek.  After so many years it is starting to leach into the wells.  That is why it is very important and needs to be taken care of.  

Mr. DeSantis stated that several months ago it was agreed to give the Recreation Board $2,000 to construct a storage building.  That was not transferred to our account.  There was some discussion about the money for the storage building and about covering the truss to protect them from the weather.
Brandon Clawson made a motion second by Wilbur Bussard to transfer $2,000.00 to the Recreation Board account to finish the storage building.  Motion carried.
Executive Session



Personnel – Administration and Public Works


Litigation – Bair Boulevard

Brandon Clawson made a motion to go into executive session at 8:11 P M.

Brandon Clawson made motion to come out of executive session at 9:31 P M.
Brandon Clawson made a motion second by Linda Echard to authorize Emil Bove to work up an estimate to repair and prepare a report on Bair Boulevard.  Motion carried.
Wilbur Bussard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:32 P M.  
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann Roll
Mary Ann Roll

Recording Secretary
1

