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The Education Foundation of the Florida Foundation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt non-profit organization, was established in 1965 by the members of the BPW/FL.  

The Florida Board of Regents has given UCF until the end of the 
summer to bring all residential property on campus up to specific 
fire safety standards.  The UCF Scholarship House would require 
installation of sprinklers at a cost of $70,000.  According to Dean 
Hartzler, UCF’s two-year plan calls for new use of the land where 
the house now sits.  Therefore, rather than spending $70,000 for 
sprinklers, the university will close the house.  The house is 27 
years old and our agreement with the University simply states “for 
the life of the house.”  All pictures and BPW memorabilia have 
been removed from the house with the exception of the dedication 
plaque by the front door.  The Education Foundation Board has 
been contemplating other ways that we can stay connected with 
UCF (such as scholarships) and will certainly keep everyone ad-
vised. 
 
Due to the “sagging economy” it seems that our next Scholarship 
House has hit a little bump in the road.  Barring the Education 
Foundation putting up or borrowing additional funds, or St. Peters-
burg College’s receipt of the Dr. Phillip Benjamin matching funds 
from the State of Florida, we have a short fall of approximately 
$300,000 to complete the project.  The construction cannot be 
started without the full contract cost.  The college anticipates that 
all of the designs, etc. can be completed by using $100,000 of the 
funds that we have already given to them.  Please keep in mind 
that St. Petersburg College is NOT backing away from this pro-
ject; it is simply being put on hold for the time being.  We will 
keep the membership advised. 
 
Something on a positive note:  Our “Hawg Callin” at State Confer-
ence in May was a great evening.  When we were finished for the 
evening, we collected almost $6,200 from the members and LOs to 
help continue to fund our mission.  After giving the membership 
the not so good news about UCF and St. Pete College, we finished 
the evening on a high note.  There were five young women (three 
from FAU and two from FSU) in attendance at the conference.  
Each one came forward and told us what it has meant to her to be 
able to have affordable housing so that she can get her college 
degree.  Several are even going on to graduate school.  It was great 
to hear first hand what our money and dedication mean to these 
young women.   
 
A new board was elected and one of the new directors is a student 
from the FSU BPW Scholarship House.   You can find a list of the 
officers and board of directors on our website, 
www.educationfoundationbpwfl.org  

“The future belongs to those who be-
lieve in the beauty of their dreams.” 
 —Eleanor Roosevelt 

Education Foundation News 
Carolyn Wiggins, President 
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BPW Florida’s Mission 
 

To achieve equity for all women 
in the workplace  

through advocacy, education 
and information. 

 
Thank you to those who have 

led the way in the past— 
and continue to lend their  

expertise today. 


